
 

KS2 Wildlife and Orienteering Day - Learning Opportunities 
 

 Identifying plants and animals in their natural habitats (using keys) 
 Understanding food chains 
 Describing adaptations of species 
 Using a map to navigate (knowing 4 or 8 points of the compass) 

(Grid references, 4 or 6 figure, can also be used) 
 Developing awareness in an outdoor environment 
 Developing self-confidence 
 Co-operating (working with others) 
 Being creative and solving problems 
 Caring for the natural world 

 
 

Day Plan 
 
9.45 Arrival (Time to sort out visits to the toilet and changing into wellies) 
Introductions: 
- Getting to know the site 
- Safety and conservation guidelines 
 
First activity: Mammals and Moths 
- Observe small mammals caught in humane traps which were set overnight. Discuss habitats, 
predators and prey, adaptations; release animals. 
- Examine moths caught overnight; discuss camouflage; release moths. 
 
Second activity: Orienteering 
- Work in small groups to navigate around the orienteering course using a map and compass 
- Identify trees on the orienteering course, using keys 
 
Lunchtime: classroom and outdoor picnic area available. (Please take your rubbish back to school, 
to minimise the impact on the environment at the reserve.) 
 
Afternoon activities:  
Minibeast Hunt 
- Work in small groups to find and identify insects and other invertebrates, in woodland and meadow 
habitats.  
- Use keys to identify species from their characteristics 
- Identify predators and prey, discuss food chains 
 
Pond Dipping 
- Use nets to gather animals from the pond 
- Use identification charts to recognise animals from their characteristics 
- Identify predators and prey; discuss food chains. 
 
2.45 Departure 
 


